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War Heros Need Remembering
A charity in Atherstone are appealing for help identifying over fifty soldiers who served in the second World War and drank in one of the town’s pubs. 

The Friends of Atherstone Heritage have taken on the job of restoring an old frame full of pictures which was on display in the Black Horse Pub in Long Street. 

It all came about when volunteer Jen Tudor met a man through the Friends current project the Yards and Cottages of Industry. He told her about the frame and his wish to see it restored to its former glory. 

She said “The gentleman brought in a picture linked to our yards project. I got talking to him and he started telling me about the old frame in the pub. I am passionate about history and  the war. My dad used to serve in the navy and I want people to be remembered. I asked the Friends of Atherstone Heritage if they would like to take on the project and they agreed.”
The frame has been in the Black Horse Pub for several years. It was put back on display by current landlords Graham and Norma Mitchell after a previous landlord kept it in the loft. 

Jen adds “At one time each photograph had a slip of paper underneath it with each serviceman’s name on. Over the years these have fallen out and the photographs with names written on them have faded. There was an attempt to restore it in the late eighties, but I don’t think much came of it.”
The frame is now on display in the window of Garner Canning Solicitors in Long Street. They have kindly donated window space until the 10th December. People can go along and see if they know any of the soldiers. If they do, they can go in and record the details and make comments about the project. Alternatively people can give information to the Volunteer Centre North Warwickshire by calling 01827 717073. 
“I do hope people come forward with names. The people of Atherstone are passionate about the past, so any help will the identification will be greatly received” says Jen. 
Once all the information has been gathered about who is who in the pictures, the frame will be restored – but to do this The Friends of Atherstone Heritage are looking for funding and are appealing for donations to make this happen. 

When it is back to its former glory, the piece of history will be presented back to the Black Horse Pub to go on the wall. The frame will also be displayed during the Friends Of Atherstone Heritage’s next exhibition about the yards in March 2012. 

You can read more information about the frame restoration project and see pictures of the service men on The Friends of Atherstone Heritage’s facebook page. You can search for them by going to www.facebook.com and typing in Atherstone’s Heritage  

The Friends of Atherstone Heritage are based at the Volunteer Centre North Warwickshire. They meet every Friday morning 10 – 12. 

ENDS

For more information about this story, please contact Michelle Black on 01827 717073. 
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